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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies
(LGBT)

Course information contained within the Bulletin is accurate at the time of publication in June 2025 but is subject to change. For the most up-to-date
course information, please refer to the Course Catalog.

LGBT 2002. Religion and Human Sexuality. 3 Credit Hours.

The goal of this course is to examine the attitudes and practices of the major world religions regarding human sexuality. Topics to be covered will include
marriage and procreation, and such controversial issues as abortion, homosexuality and sexual activity outside of marriage. Note: Religion and Human
Sexuality is taught as a cross-listed course in Religion; Gender, Sexuality & Women's Studies; and LGBT Studies. Students may receive credit for only
one of the following courses: REL 2002, LGBT 2002, GSWS 2202, WMST 2202.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2003. Gender in the Cinema. 3 Credit Hours.

This course uses feminist and queer film theories to critically explore how gender, queer and trans identities are depicted in Hollywood, independent,
documentary, international, and experimental films. The course examines feminism's relationship to racial, class, sexuality, gender identity and other
differences through the medium of film. NOTE: Students who earned credit for "Sexual Differences in the Cinema" will not receive additional credits for
"Gender in the Cinema." Additionally, students who completed GSWS 2002 will not receive credit for LGBT 2003.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2007. Creative Writing: Fiction: LGBTQ Lives. 3 Credit Hours.

In this course, students will grapple with all areas essential to the craft of writing fiction, especially as they are used to tell LGBTQ-centered stories.

As LGBTQ identities have not always been accepted in the mainstream, we will also examine the use of subtext to inform plot and/or character
development. Through the use of class discussion, individual and group writing activities, and workshopping peer drafts, students will hone their writing
tools. By class' end, students will achieve stronger reading and writing skills as well as develop a deeper appreciation and understanding of how to apply
elements of fiction to LGBTQ subject matter. Last: this classroom is a brave space, in which writers - regardless of how they identify in terms of gender
or sexuality - should feel welcome to work with material that speaks their truth; as such, as peers, we will listen and respond without judgment to the
various work we discuss. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either GSWS 2007 or LGBT 2007.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2017. Gender, Sexuality and the Law. 3 Credit Hours.

This course will provide students with an overview of current laws and policies surrounding gender and sexuality in the United States. We will focus
on how law and public policy have intersected to adversely affect the lives of marginalized sex and gender groups. Particular attention will be paid to
how gender and race affect an individual's path through the justice system. Abortion, reproductive rights, and discrimination based on sex and sexual
orientation will also be examined. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either GSWS 2017 or LGBT 2017.

Course Attributes: SI
Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2128. Men and Masculinities. 3 Credit Hours.

This course examines and interrogates masculinity by drawing upon the diverse voices and experiences of men and boys across age, race, ethnicity,
class, sexuality, ability and religion. This course will explore the social and personal meanings of "manhood" and its impact on relationships, institutions
and in our public and private lives.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2207. Creative Writing: Non-Fiction: Queer Lives. 3 Credit Hours.

For people who identify as members of the LGBTQIA community, queer stories carry a particular significance. In part, these stories allow members

of the community to process how their sexuality has influenced their lives but also how these stories have influenced the degree to which they accept
and express their sexuality. To people outside the LGBTQIA community, these stories offer a glimpse into what queer individuals have experienced.
Because writing about queer lives is inherently political, these stories have often been fashioned into confining structures, such as the "coming out"
story. And although this particular approach to telling these stories is important, queer lives often extend well beyond this particular moment in the
development of their sexual identity - and some individuals even lack such a "moment" to serve as the core of their story. This course examines a variety
of ways to approach telling these stories, for both people without and within the LGBTQIA community. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for
either LGBT 2207 or GSWS 2207.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.
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LGBT 2305. LGBTQ Film: The Coming of Age Genre. 3 Credit Hours.

A number of films examine how queer youth do grapple with their LGBTQIA identity in their adolescent years, thus representing the typical sociological
understanding of "coming-of-age." But a number of films instead explore how members of the LGBTQIA community explore their queer identity later in
life. These films focus on the more psychological understanding of "coming-of-age", a point when people, mentally, fully accept who they are, inclusive
of their sexual identity. Regardless of the timing in a person’'s life, this life stage focuses on a shift from innocence to a more "adult" or "realistic” take on
the world around us. This course explores how the queer coming of age genre renders the often-unique approach queer individuals face as they come of
age. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either GSWS 2305 or LGBT 2305.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2306. LGBTQ Film: Queer Representation. 3 Credit Hours.

This course explores the way in which film has portrayed LGBTQ individuals. Drawing from a diverse slate of films, the class examines not just the
various ways in which LGBTQ sexual expression has been rendered but also the political and sociological implications of this depiction over various
decades. In addition, the class explores the ways in which those who have fought for LGBTQ visibility and equal rights have been framed through
various films, whether they are recognizable figures in LGBTQ history or not. The class explores the ways in which these films have accomplished their
goals and discusses the ways in which these films have been received. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either GSWS 2306 or LGBT
2306.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2400. Topics in LGBT Studies. 3 Credit Hours.
Specific cultural or social studies in LGBT issues with an emphasis on interdisciplinary analysis.

Repeatability: This course may be repeated for additional credit.

LGBT 2405. Queer Lives. 3 Credit Hours.

In this course we will read autobiographical accounts (memoirs, essays, diaries, and poems) in which a significant portion of the narrative focuses on
same-sex erotic attraction and/or gender difference, identified in contemporary society by the label Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender/Intersex or the
generic (and contested) Queer. The works were selected both to examine how gay and lesbian lives have been defined and altered over the course

of the last sixty years and to provide a perspective of national, ethnic, religious, and racial diversity. Our main focus in the classroom will be discussion
of these texts and their contexts. The classroom will be augmented by a research assignment focused on a gay or lesbian life we have not examined
together in class. NOTE: This course was previously titled "Gay and Lesbian Lives." Students can earn credit only once for either "Queer Lives" or "Gay
and Lesbian Lives."

Course Attributes: SI
Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2406. LGBTQ Social Movements. 3 Credit Hours.

Starting in the 1950s forward, using a social science lens, this class examines the collective experience of LGBTQ-identifying lives. Focusing on various
LGBTQ social movements, the course explores the various perspectives, targets, strategies, and goals of these various movements. The course also
examines issues impacting the various factions within the LGBTQ community and how these factions have employed various tactics to effect social
change. Starting with a basic foundation in social movement theory, class readings will explore the various targets addressed by social movements -
such as science (medicine), culture, courts (legal), and states (not physical states, per se). The course will also address various ideologies (such as
assimilation versus liberation). Students will leave the class with a clear sense of how to define a social movement, understand how it coalesces as

a movement, how it operates, how it effects change, as the lasting impact of these various changes within society. Because not every moment that
happens within the LGBTQ community happens as a consequence of one prior, the various movements we explore will not be examined chronologically.
NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either GSWS 2406 or LGBT 2406.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 2815. Love, Marriage, and Family. 3 Credit Hours.

It is easy to assume that love, marriage, and family go together, but this has not always been the case. These concepts have a history. This course is
a comparative examination of love, marriage, and family and the related themes of gender and sexuality in different historical periods and geographical
areas. It includes ancient, medieval, and modern texts and materials and covers both western (European and American) and non-western (Asian,
African, and perhaps Middle Eastern and Latin American) case studies. NOTE: Each instructor may place a different emphasis among those topics and
regions. Please be advised that students who have earned credit for GSWS 2815 will not receive duplicate credit for LGBT 2815.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.



Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies (LGBT) 3

LGBT 3015. Sexuality and Disability. 3 Credit Hours.

This course explores the relationship between sexuality and disability, both visible and invisible. It focuses on gender identity, sexual orientation,
wellness, pleasure, technology, inequality, and sexual and erotic agency in relation to the sexual lives of persons living with disabilities. Drawing on
critical disability and critical sexuality studies, the course examines historical and modern approaches to understanding how sexuality and disability
intersect to impact everyone, both disabled and able-bodied.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3016. Sexuality Education. 3 Credit Hours.

When, where and how do we learn about sex? How does what we know about sex shape the way we understand ourselves and our relationship with
others? This course explores current and historical approaches to sexuality education and its impact on constructing individual and societal sociosexual
and gendered scripts and norms. We will analyze and critique formal K-12 and adult sex education programs as well as the informal ways we learn
about sexuality from family, friends and the media. Students will have the opportunity to examine a range of sexuality education curricula that are in use
within and outside of the United States as well as to develop their own sexuality education curriculum.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3017. Social Perspectives on Digital Pornography: The Other Sex Ed. 3 Credit Hours.

In the 2003 hit Broadway musical, Avenue Q, characters excitedly sing, "The Internet is for Porn!" Over the last 20 years, despite the proliferation and
increasing availability of digital pornography, or pornography accessed via the internet, little is known about its impact on sociosexual and gender scripts,
gender-based violence, relationships, and sexual pleasure. Using an intersectional, feminist framework, this course explores how and what pornography
teaches us about, for example, gender, sexual orientation, consent, and sexual behavior. Additionally, it examines and critiques the newly emerging
fields of pornography literacy and pornography studies as well as the rapidly changing legal landscape of digital privacy and censorship and their effect
on consumers, creators, and distributors. Note: This course is regularly cross-listed with GSWS 3017; please be advised students can receive credit only
one time for either LGBT 3017 or GSWS 3017.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3124. Politics of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. 3 Credit Hours.

This course examines the emergence and development of the movement to secure rights for gays, lesbians and bisexuals; how gays, lesbians and
bisexuals are socially constructed and the influence this has on political discourse; how political issues that are relevant to the lives of gays and lesbians
reach the political agenda; and the patterns of conflict and cooperation that exist among actors in and outside of government over issues such as
employment discrimination, marriage, child adoption, and military service. Note: Prior to Summer 2019, this course was offered as "Politics, Rights, and
Sexual Orientation." Students who earned credit for this course number under that title will not earn additional credits under the new title "Politics of
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity." This course is cross-listed with Political Science and LGBT Studies; students may only receive credit for one of
the following course numbers: POLS 3124, GSWS 3124, LGBT 3124.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3205. Queer Novels of the 20th Century. 3 Credit Hours.

In this course, we will investigate what LGBT-themed novels of the 20th century convey about gender identity, how individuals form this identity, how an
understanding (both conscious and unconscious) of this identity impacts individuals, and how the expression of sexuality dictates behavior, particularly
in the LGBTQIA community. Beginning with a foundation in queer theory and various literary devices, students will build a theoretical vocabulary and
lens through which to analyze a series of novels from both the US and International. The chosen novels reflect authors or works considered part of the
literary LGBT "cannon." Note: Students can receive credit only for one course from this list: GSWS 3205, LGBT 3205, or ENG 3205.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3206. Queer Novels of the 21st Century. 3 Credit Hours.

In this course, we will investigate what various LGBTQ-themed novels tell us about LGBTQ life in the 21st Century. Starting with a historical approach
of how LGBTQ novels were shaped by attitudes about LGBTQ life in the 20th century, we will determine how the representation of LGBTQ lives have
evolved in novels. Our novels will explore the lives of people from across the LGBTQ spectrum. A number of the protagonists' identities also represent
important intersectional identities as well, such as nationality, religion, and race. Beginning with a foundation in LGBTQ theory and various literary
devices, students will build a theoretical vocabulary and lens through which to analyze a series of contemporary LGBTQ novels. NOTE: Students can
receive credit only once for ENG 3206, GSWS 3206, or LGBT 3206.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.
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LGBT 3325. Leshian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Representation in Popular Media. 3 Credit Hours.

This class investigates the history of LBGT representation in a range of popular media since the 1960s - in news, film, television, marketing, comics,
video games, and on the Internet. How have LGBT people been represented in popular media? What negative - and positive - stereotypes have
characterized them? How have these images changed over time in different media? How can we account for these changes? This course introduces
students to some of the major debates about LGBT representation in the United States, including how gender, race, class, and economic factors shape
how we understand sexuality and its representation. We will look at both mainstream and alternative media to consider the role of LGBT producers and
audiences in shaping queer images. We will consider on-going debates about visibility, stereotypes, camp, and the value and limits of "positive images."
The class includes a strong emphasis on independent research: students will learn how to develop and carry out an original qualitative research project
throughout the semester. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for LGBT 3325, GSWS 3325, or MSP 4425.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 3400. Topics in LGBT Studies. 3 Credit Hours.
Specific cultural or social studies in LGBT issues with an emphasis on interdisciplinary analysis.

Repeatability: This course may be repeated for additional credit.

LGBT 3548. Intimate Partner Violence: Gender and Social Justice. 3 Credit Hours.

This course addresses gender-based violence, in particular, intimate partner violence. We will use intersectionality as a feminist tool in understanding
how violence is mediated through the nexus of social power and control in which race, ability, sexuality, class, and other variables play a big part.
Students will learn the impact of this gender-based violence on young girls, immigrants, women of color, elderly women, trans populations, lesbians and
other marginalized groups within the U.S. NOTE: Students can receive credit only once for either LGBT 3548 or GSWS 3548.

Repeatability: This course may not be repeated for additional credits.

LGBT 4082. Independent Study. 3 Credit Hours.

For students who would like to pursue topics not offered within existing courses. Original research and projects encouraged. Students will work closely
with faculty in designing and carrying out the independent study. NOTE: Students must have selected a faculty advisor and submitted a formal proposal
approved by the LGBT Studies faculty advisor before registering for the course.

Repeatability: This course may be repeated for additional credit.

LGBT 4489. Field Work in LGBT Studies. 3 Credit Hours.

The opportunity to work in a public or private agency whose mission includes advocacy for the LGBT community. Available to students minoring in LGBT
Studies and throughout the College of Liberal Arts. A paper or project related to the area of the field study is also required. NOTE: Placement and faculty
advisors arranged prior to registration (call 215-204-6953). Requires a designated supervisor at the field placement (minimum of 7 1/2 hours per week)
and a faculty advisor within the College.

Course Attributes: SI

Repeatability: This course may be repeated for additional credit.



